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I .,  I  N I  R 0  D II  C I  I  0  N 
MR  CHAIRMAN,  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN,  I  AM  HONOURED  TO  HAVE 
BEEN  INVITED  TO  BE  THE  KEYNOTE  SPEAKER  TO  SUCH  A 
DISTINGUISHED  AUDIENCE, 
I  WILL  TRY  TO  GIVE  YOU  AN  IDEA  OF  THE  EUROPEAN  SITUATION 
WITH  RESPECT  TO  TELECOMMUNICATION  AND  INFORMATION 
POLICIES  AND  HOW  WE  ENVISAGE  THE  FUTURE  FOR  THE  EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITY  IN  THESE  AREAS, 
BuT  BEFORE  I  START  DOIN6  SO,  I  AM  AFRAID  THAT  I  HAVE  TO 
DISAPPOINT  YOU  A LITTLE, 
AT  THIS  MOMENT  A  COHERENT  GENERALLY  ACCEPTED  EUROPEAN 
TELECOMMUNICATION  - OR  INFORMATION  - POLICY  DOES  NOT 
EXIST  ! - 2 -
. THIS  MEANS  THAT  MANY  OF  THE  THINGS  I  AM  GOING  TO.  SAY  DO 
N  0  T  N  E  C  E  S  SA R  I L  Y  R  E  PRE S  E  NT  THE  0  F  F I C  I A  L  V  I E  W  S  ·oF  THE 
EuROPEAN  CoMMUNITY, 
·WHAT  DOES  EXIST  I  BELIEVE,  IS  A  GENERAL  AWARENESS  IN 
EUROPE,  AMONGST  POLITICIANS,  GOVERNMENTS  AND  INDUSTRY  AND 
AGA'INST  THE  BACKGROUND  OF  THE  BEGINNING  OF  WHAT  SOME  CALL 
"THE  INFORMATION  AGE",  OF  THE  FOLLOWING  : 
• 
A,  THE  INFORMATION  TECHNOLOGY  INDUSTRY  IS  OF  CRUCIAL 
IMPORTANCE  TO,  THE  ECONOMY  OF  THE  COMMMUNITY:  IT 
BELONGS  TO  THE  FEW  GROWTH  SECTORS  OF  THE  COMING  YEARS, 
EUROPE  WANTS  TO  BUILD  UP  ITS  OWN  STRONG  POSITION, 
B,  INFORMATION  ITSELF  IS  ONE  OF  THE  FEW  NON- SCARCE  RAW 
MATERIALS  AVAILABLE  IN  EUROPE  AND  A DRIVING  FORCE  FOR 
INNOVATION  AND  ECONOMIC  AND  SOCIAL  DEVELOPMENT, 
C,'  THE  GAP  BETWEEN  EUROPE  ON  THE  ONE  HAND  AND  THE  US  AND 
JAPAN  ON  THE  OTHER  HAS  WI DE NED,  I  AM  SPEAKING  HERE 
BOTH  OF  THE  INFORMATION  TECHNOLOGY  INDUSTRY  AND  OF  THE 
FLOWS  OF  INFORMATION  USING  THIS  NEW  TECHNOLOGY, 
I  CAN  GIVE  YOU  SOME  FIGURES  : 
EUROPE  ACCOUNTS  FOR  OVER  ONE  THIRD  OF  THE  WORLD  MARKET  IN 
DATA  PROCESSING  SYSTEMS,  TELECOMMUNICATIONS  EQUIPMENT, 
INTEGRATED  CIRCUITS  AND  SO  ON,  BuT,  ONLY  10  TO  15%  OF 
THE  WORLD  MARKET  IS  SUPPLIED  BY  EUROPEAN  INDUSTRY,  THE 
NEGATIVE  EUROPEAN  TRADE  BALANCE  IN  ELECTRONIC  PRODUCTS 
WENT  FROM  +  200  MILLION  DOLLARS  IN  1970  TO  +  6,5  BILLION  - -
DOLLARS  IN  1980. f 
• 
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IF  ONE  CONSIDERS  THE  USE  OF  INFORMATION,  AT  THIS  MOMENT 
50  TO  60  % OF  ONLINE  USE  OF  SCIENTfFIC  AND  TECHNICAL 
INFORMATION  BY  EUROPEAN  USERS  ALREADY  COMES  FROM  US 
SOURCES, 
THIS  GAP  WORRIES  US,  BuT  WHAT  WORRIES  US  MORE  IS  THAT 
THIS  GAP  WILL  KEEP  GROWING  IF  WE  DO  NOT  CHANGE  OUR  POLI-
TICAL,  SOCIAL  AND  ECONOMIC  ATTITUDE  TOWARDS  NEW 
INFORMATION  TECHNOLOGY, 
~  EUROPE  CAN  ONLY  BUILD  UP  A STRONG  POSITION  IF  IT  MAKES 
OPT I MAL  USE  OF  THE  ECONOMIES  OF  SCALE  IN  THIS  SECTOR 
THAT  THE  SIZE  OF  THE  COMMUNITY  MARKET  OFFERS, 
L_  THEREFORE  THE  CURRENT  MARKET  CONDITIONS  HAVE  TO  BE 
IMPROVED  BY  LOWERING  OR  REMOVING  THE  VARIOUS  BARRIERS 
·  BETWEEN  THE  MEMBER  STATES  OF  THE  COMMUNITY,  . 
F.  A  STRONG,  WELL  FUNCTIONING  EUROPEAN  TELECOMMUNICATION 
INFRASTRUCTURE,  BASED  ON  COMPATIBILITY  AND  COMMON 
STANDARDS,  IS  ONE  OF  THE  MINIMUM  CONDITIONS, 
, 
G,  GAPS  IN  LEVEL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  IN  THE  INFORMATION  SECTOR 
-BETWEEN  THE  MEMBER  STATES  THEMSELVES  SHOULD  BE  ALSO 
CLOSED, 
H,  FREE  TRADE  AND  FAIR  COMPETITION  SHOULD  BE  ONE  OF  THE 
BASIC  PHILOSOPHIES  FOR  THIS  ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT, 
EUROPE'S  ECONOMY  BEING  STRONGLY  DEPENDENT  ON  EXPORT. 
~  THE  SPEED  OF  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  INFORMATION  TECHNOLOGY 
AND  THE  FAST  INTERNATIONALISATION  OF  INFORMATION  FLOWS 
DURING  THE  LAST  DECADE  HAVE  LED  TO  A  SITUATION  WITH 
WHICH  THE  EXISTING  LEGAL  INFRASTRUCTURES  CAN  HARDLY 
COPE. 
THEREFORE  A  NEED  EXISTS  TO  FORMULATE  SOME  NEW  SETS  OF 
WHAT  COULD  BE  CALLED  •RULES  OF  THE  GAME•  IN  THIS  AREA. I 
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IT  IS  ALSO  REALISED  BY  MOST  EUROPEANS  THAT  THIS  CANNOT  BE 
ACHIEVED  ON  A NATIONAL  BASIS  ONLY, 
THESE  CONSIDERATIONS  IN  THEMSELVES  COULD  OFFER  A  GOOD 
BASIS  FOR  THE 
POLICY  WITHIN 
MEMBER  STATES, 
FORMULATION  OF  A  COHERENT  INFORMATION 
THE  EUROPEAN  COMMUNITY  AND  WITHIN  THE 
MANY  EUROPEANS  HAVE  THE  FEELING  THAT  CAN  BE  DESCRIBED  BY 
THE  WORDS  THAT  ONCE  A  GREAT  AMERICAN  USED,  BE  IT  IN 
DIFFERENT  CIRCUMSTANCES  •JF  WE  DON'T  HANG  TOGETHER,  WE 
WILL  HANG  SEPARATELY•. 
II.·  I  H F  F  II  R 0  P FAN  C 0  M M II  N I  I  Y  S C F  N F 
HOWEVER,  THINGS  ARE  NOT  SO  SIMPLE  AS  l  MIGHT  HAVE 
SUGGESTED  BY  CITING  THESE  PARALLELS  IN  EUROPEAN  THINKING, 
IN  DISCUSSIONS  SOME  OF  MY  AMERICAN  FRIENDS  ARE  USED  TO 
SPEAKING  ABOUT  THE  US  INFORMATION  MARKET  AND  THE  EUROPEAN 
ONE  AS  IF  THEY  WERE  COMPARING  TWO  HOMOGENEOUS  MARKETS, 
ON  THE  CONTRARY,  THE  EuROPEAN  COMMUNITY  IS  STRONGLY 
INFLUENCED  BY  A FACTOR  WHICH  IS  VERY  OFTEN  UNDERESTIMATED 
OUTSIDE  EUROPE  - THAT  IS,  ITS  VERY  DIVERSITY,  WITHIN  THE 
COMMUNITY,  THERE  ARE  10  DIFFERENT  AUTONOMOUS  MEMBER 
STATES,  7  OFFICIAL  LANGUAGES  AND  WE  USE  TWO  ALPHABETS, 
THIS  REPRESENTS  AN  UNDENIABLE  TRADITIONAL  CULTURAL 
WEALTH,  WE  IN  EUROPE  DO  NOT  SEE  THIS  CULTURAL  DIVERSITY 
AS  A  BARRIER,  BUT  AS  SOMETHING  OF  WHICH  WE  CAN  BE 
JUSTIFIABLY  PROUD, 
THE  CONSEQUENCE  OF  THIS  IS  THAT,  QUITE  UNDERSTANDABLY 
ALMOST  ALL  TRADITIONAL  INFORMATION  SERVICES  AS  WELL  AS 
THE  MEDIA  HAVE  ALWAYS  BEEN  A  NATIONAL  AFFAIR,  As  AN 
EXAMPLE,  95  %  OF  ADVERTISING  BUDGETS  IN  EUROPE  ORIGINATE ~---------------~--~~--~------~-------------
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AND  ARE  SPENT  IN  THE  SAME  COUNTRY,  J  N  A  TRADITIONAL 
INFORMATION  ACTIVITY  SUCH  AS  PUBLISHING,  THE  EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITY  COMPARES  VERY  FAVOURABLY  WITH  THE  U.S,  IN  TERMS 
OF  ECONOMICS;  ESPECIALLY  IN  NATIONAL  PUBLICATIONS  USING 
THE  NATIONAL  LA~GUAGE  AND  IN  HIGH  LEVEL  SCIENTIFIC 
PUBLICATIONS  FOR  THE  WORLD  MARKET  ( MAINLY  IN  ENGLISH  OR 
FRENCH)  I 
1  BECAUSE  THE  INFORMATION  INDUSTRY  HAS  DEVELOPPED  OUT  OF 
TRADITIONAL  ACTIVITIES  WHICH  WERE  NATIONAL  RESPONSI-
t  BILITIES,  EUROPE  HAS  DIFFERENT  COPYRIGHT  LAWS, 
DIFFERING  ROLES  OF  GOVERNMENT  IN  THE  DISSEMINATION  OF 
INFORMATION,  DIFFERENT  PRACTICES  WITH  REGARD  TO  PRIVACY 
RULES  AND  ADVERTISING,  AND  LAST  BUT  NOT  LEAST  DIFFERENT 
,  PISCAL  AND  TAXATION  TREATMENT  OF  INFORMATION,  . 
1  WE  HAVE  HISTORICALLY  VARIOUS  MIXED  PRIVATE  /  PUBLIC 
ORGANISATIONAL  STRUCTURES  WITH  VARYING  OBLIGATIONS 
IMPOSED  BY  NATIONAL  GOVERNMENTS,  FOR  INSTANCE,  THE 
r 
LEGAL  BASIS  OF  THE  STATUTORY  MONOPOLY  OF  THE  10 
-EUROPEAN  PTTs  VARIES  FROM  COUNTRY  TO  COUNTRY,  IN  MOST 
COUNTRIES  THE  PTTs  ARE  NOT  ONLY  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THE 
POSTAL  SERVICES  BUT  ALSO  FOR  THEIR  FINANCIAL  VIABILITY, 
THEIR  SOCIAL  AND  COMMERCIAL  RESPONSIBILITIES  AND 
POLICIES  ARE  ALSO  DIFFERENT  :  SOME  GOVERNMENTS  REGARD 
THE  PTTs  AS  A  LUCRATIVE  SOURCE  OF  REVENUE,  THUS 
LIMITING  THEIR  REINVESTMENT  AND  EXPANSION  OPPORTUNI-
TIES,  OTHER  GOVERNMENTS  IMPOSE  CLEARLY  DEFINED 
FINANCIAL  TARGETS,  IN  MOST  COUNTRIES,  PTT  POLICIES  ARE 
CLOSELY  INTEGRATED  WITH  INDUSTRIAL  POLICIES  THROUGH 
CLOSED  PUBLIC  PROCUREMENT  PRACTICES;  THIS  IS  AIMED  AT 
IMPROVING  INDUSTRIAL  PERFORMANCE  AND  CONTROLLING  RATES 
OF  INNOVATION,  As  A RESULT  EACH  EUROPEAN  PTT  HAS  ITS 
OWN  APPROACH  TO  THE  PROVISION  OF  SERVICES  AND  THEIR 
REGULATION,  AS  WELL  AS  TO  EXTERNAL  RELATIONS,  THE 
EUROPEAN  PTTs  DO  HAVE  THEIR  OWN  INTERNATIONAL  FORUM - 6 -
(CEPT)  WHERE  MUCH  POSITIVE  WORK  HAS  BEEN  DONE, 
- PARTICULARLY  ON  COMMON  STANDARDS,  THEY  HAVE  ALSO 
FORMED  A CONSORTIUM,  EUTELSAT,  TO  COOPERATE  ON  THE  USE 
·OF  SATELLITES  FOR  TELECOMMUNICATIONS,  HOWEVER  THESE 
FORA  TEND  TO  DEAL  ONLY  WITH  TECHNICAL  ASPECTS  AND  LEAVE 
THE  DIFFICULT  POLITICAL  DECISIONS  TO  NATIONAL 
AUTONOMIES,  THE  . INCREASING  DIVERGENCE  BETWEEN  THE 
NATIONAL  POLICIES  OF  EUROPEAN  PTTs  TOWARDS  LIBERALIZA-
TION  OF  SERVICES,  AND  THE  INCREASING  INTERNATIONALI-
ZATION  OF  MARKETS  IN  THIS  AREA,  GIVES  GREATER  POTENTIAL 
FOR  CONFLICTS  BETWEEN  MEMBER  STATES, 
•  RADIO  AND  TELEVISION  STRUCTURES  DIFFER  FROM  MEMBER 
STATE  TO  MEMBER  STATE  ALMOST  COMPLETELY, 
. 
I  COULD  GO  ON  MUCH  LONGER,  BUT  ONE  SHOULD  REAL I SE  THAT 
THE  ROOTS  OF  ALL  THESE  DIFFERENCES  REACH  VERY  DEEP  IN  THE 
NATIONAL  HISTORIES  OF  THE  EUROPEAN  COUNTRIES, 
r 
APART  FROM  THESE  DIFFERENCES,  THERE  IS  ANOTHER  IMPORTANT 
FACTOR  THAT  HAS  TO  BE  MENTIONED  : 
INFORMATION  IS  NOT  SEEN  JUST  AS  AN  ECONOMIC  GOOD  OR 
SERVICE  !  THE  VALUE  OF  THE  CULTURAL,  THE  POLITICAL,  THE 
EDUCATIONAL,  THE  SOCIAL  AND  THE  STRATEGIC  ASPECTS  OF 
INFORMATION  IS  GENERALLY  SEEN  TO  BE  AT  LEAST  AS  IMPORTANT 
AS  ITS  ECONOMIC  VALUE. 
You  KNOW,  THIS  IS  NOT  UNIQUE  TO  EUROPE:  IT  IS  ALSO 
INHERENT  IN  SOME  OF  THE  POLICIES  AND  ACTIONS  OF  THE  US 
GOVERNMENT,  (VIZ,  THE  DRESSER  CASE  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THE 
PIPELINE  INCIDENT,  THE  APPLICATION  OF  THE  US  COPYRIGHT 
LAW  ON  BOOKS  PRINTED  ABROAD,  THE  RECENT  INCIDENT  WITH  THE 
CANADIAN  FILMS,  THE  PRESENT  DEBATE  ON  TECHNOLOGY  TRANSFER 
AND  ITS  EXPORT  OUTSIDE  THE  U.S,), ~-----~---------~~---~----· 
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III.  H 0  W  I  H F  F  II  R 0  P E A  N  C 0  M M I  S S  I  0  N 
EN  VIS A  6 E S  I  HE  F  II  T  II  R E  -IN  I  HE  S E 
A R E A S  E 0 R  I  H  F  E II  R 0 P E A N 
C 0 M  M  II  N I  I  Y 
ONE  OF  THE  FUNDAMENTAL  OBJECTIVES  OF  THE  EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITY~ IN  COOPERATION  WITH  THE  MEMBER  STATES  IS  TO 
CREATE  ECONOMIES  OF  SCALE  BY  IMPROVING  MARKET  CONDITIONS 
AND  REMOVING  OBSTACLES  TO  TRADE,  NOT  ONLY  FOR  GOODS  BUT 
ALSO  FOR  SERVICES  WITHI-N  THE  COMMUNITY,  THE  TREATY  OF 
a  ROME  GOVERNING  THE  EEC  IS  QUITE  EXPLICIT  ON  THIS  : 
ARTICLE  3  (c)  SPELLS  IT  OUT  :  "THE  ABOLITION  BETWEEN 
MEMBER  STATES,  OF  OBSTACLES  TO  FREEDOM  OF  MOVEMENT  FOR 
PERSONS,  SERVICES  AND  CAPITAL",  ARTICLE  59  CONCERNS  THE  . 
"PROGRESSIVE  ABOLITiriN"  OF  "RESTRICTION 
PROVIDE  SERVICES  WITHIN  THE  COMMUNITY"; 
FORESEES  THAT  NEW  RESTRICTIONS  SHOULD  NOT 
ON  FREEDOM  TO 
AND  ARTICLE  62 
BE  INTRODUCED, 
IN  1957,  WHEN  THE  TREATY  OF  ROME  WAS  SIGNED,  DEVELOPMENTS 
IN  TELECOMMUNICATIONS  AND  INFORMATION  TECHNOLOGY  WERE  NOT 
AS  ADVANCED,  OR  SEEN  AS  CRUCIALLY  IMPORTANT  TO  THE 
COMMUNITY'S  ECONOMIC  WELL-BEING;  THEY  WERE  THEREFOR£  NOT 
CITED  EXPLICITELY,  Bur  CLEARLY  TODAY  THE  SITUATION  HAS 
CHANGED;  THE  EUROPEAN  COMMISSION  IS  CONCERNED  TO 
STIMULATE  ALL  ACTIVITIES  WHICH  CAN  IMPROVE  INFORMATION 
FLOWS  AND  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  A SOUND  EUROPEAN  INFORMATION 
INDUSTRY, 
As  I  HAVE  STATED  EARLIER  :  WE  ARE  CONCERNED  ABOUT  THE 
INCREASING  GAP  BETWEEN  EUROPE  ON  THE  ONE  HAND  AND  THE  US 
AND  JAPAN  ON  THE  OTHER,  THERE  ARE  VARIOUS  REASONS  FOR 
THIS  GAP, -- -----~---~--~--------------
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As  FAR  AS  THE  US  IS  CONCERNED  THIS  GAP  IS  PARTLY  DUE  TO 
THE  EARLIER  DEVELOPMENTS  OF  THE  INDUSTRY  IN  YOUR  COUNTRY, 
THE  FEDERAL  GOVERNEMENT  PLAYED  A  MAJOR  ROLE  IN  THESE 
DEVELOPMENTS  THROUGH  AGENCIES  SUCH  AS  NASA,  ARPA  OR  THE 
NATIONAL  ScIENCE  FouNDATION,  TttiS  BEGAN  IN  THE  LATE 
FIFTIES  AND  HAS  CONTINUED  RIGHT  UP  TO  THE  MID-SEVENTIES, 
IT  WAS  A  SIGNIFICANT  STIMULATION  WHEN  COMBINED  WITH  THE 
RELATIVELY  LARGE  HOMOGENEOUS  US  MA~KET, 
SIMILARLY  IN  JAPAN,  WHERE  THERE  IS  NOT  ONLY  A  STRONG 
CENTRALISED  RELATIONSHIP  BETWEEN  GOVERNMENT  AND  INDUSTRY, 
1  BUT  ALSO  A SYSTEMATIC  EXPLOITATION  OF  ITS  DOMESTIC  MARKET 
AS  A PLATFORM  FOR  ITS  EXPORT  DRIVES, 
JN  ·BOTH  COUNTRIES,  THOUGH  DONE  IN  A DIFFERENT  WAY,  THE  . 
PARALLEL  IS  CLEAR 
1  RELATIVELY  LARGE  MARKETS 
1  START-UP  STIMULUS  FROM  GOVERNMENT  IN  COMBINATION 
WITH  INDUSTRY 
1  FAVOURABLE  ROOM  AND  MARKET  CONDITIONS  FOR  PRIVATE 
ENTERPRISE 
THESE  CONSIDERATIONS  ARE  FOUND  BACK  IN  THE  EUROPEAN 
APPROACH, 
To  FACE  THE  CHALLENGE  OF  THE  INFORMATION  REVOLUTION,  THE 
EUROPEAN  COMMISSION  HAS  TWO  DIFFERENT  BUT  COMPLEMENTARY 
APPROACHES, • 
I 
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A)  SUPPORT  AND  STIMULATION,  COMPLEMENTARY  TO  THAT 
GIVEN  BY  THE  MEMBER  STATES,  THIS  IS  DONE  TO 
ENCOURAG.E  INNOVATIVE  ACTIVITIES  ON  THE 
PRODUCTinN  SIDE  OF  THE  INFORMATION  TECHNOLOGY 
AND  INFORMATION  INDUSTRIES,  AS  WELL  AS  THE  NEW 
APPLICATIONS  OF  IT. 
B)  IMPROVEMENT  OF  GENERAL  MARKET  CONDITIONS  WITHIN 
THE  EUROPEAN  COMMUNITY  THROUGH  HARMONIZATION  OF 
NATIONAL  PRACTICES  AND  REMOVAL  OF  TRADE 
BARRIERS, 
A.  CONCERNING  SUPPORT  AND  STIMULATION. 
I 
I  SHALL  DESCRIBE  SOME  OF  OUR  MORE  IMPORTANT  ACTIVITIES  TO 
GIVE  YOU  SOME  EXAMPLES  OF  THIS, 
1  IN  COOPERATION  WITH  A  CONSORTIUM  OF  THE  PosT  AND  -
TELECOMMUNICATION  ADMINISTRATIONS,  THE  EUROPEAN 
'CoMMISSION  HAS  CREATED  EURONET.  EURONET  Is  THE  ONLINE, 
_DISTRIBUTED  DATA  COMMUNICATION  NETWORK  USING  UNIFIED 
PACKET  SWITCHING  TECHNOLOGY.  IT  WAS  OPENED  IN  1980, 
IN  3  YEARS  IT  HAS  MADE  SOME  390  DATA  BASES  ACCESSIBLE 
ON  OVER  40  EUROPEAN  HOSTS  THROUGHOUT  THE  EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITY, 
1  ANOTHER  EXAMPLE  IS  THE  EUROPEAN  STRATEGIC  PROGRAMME  FOR 
RESEARCH  AND  DEVELOPMENT  IN  INFORMATION  TECHNOLGIES 
<ESPRIT>.  ESPRIT  IS  TO  BE  A MAJOR  COOPERATIVE  EFFORT 
OF  THE  EUROPEAN  IT  INDUSTRY  FOR  LONG-LEAD,  PRECOMPETI-
TIVE  RESEARCH  AND  DEVELOPMENT  IN  MAJOR  HIGH  TECHNOLOGY 
AREAS. I 
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THIS  PROGRAMME'  IS  AIMED  AT  REINFORCING  THE  EXISTING 
EFFORTS  AT  NATIONAL  LEVEL,  GIVING  INCENTIVE  TO  COOPERA-. 
TION  BETWEEN  EUROPEAN  FIRMS  AND  MAKING  A  DIRECt 
COMMUNITY  CONTRIBUTION  TO  THIS  JOINT  EFFORT, 
ESPRIT  IS  NOW  IN  ITS  PREPARATORY  PHASE. 
PROGRAMMES  LIKE  ESPRIT  WILL  HELP  TO  SHIFT  THE  FOCUS  FROM 
PURELY  NAiiONALY  POLICIES  SUPPORTING  NATIONAL  CHAMPIONS, 
TOWARDS  A GREATER  TRANSNATIONAL  AND  EUROPEAN  DIMENSION, 
IT  WILL  THUS  IMPROVE  THE  MARKET  SIZE  AND  CONDITIONS  FOR 
ALL  INFORMATION  TECHNOLOGY  AND  INFORMATION  INDUSTRIES, 
• A THIRD  EXAMPLE  OF  THIS  KIND  IS  INSIS.  THE  INSIS  -
, 
PROGRAMME  AIMS  AT  IMPROVING  THE  EXCHANGE  OF  INFORMATION 
BETWEEN  THE  I NST I TUT IONS  OF  THE  COMMUNITY  AND  MEMBER 
STATES  BY  USING  ADVANCED  TECHNOLOGY, 
THE  OBJECTIVE  IS  TWOFOLD 
,  STIMULATING  THE  USE  OF  ADVANCED  INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY,  THUS  STIMULATING  THE  MARKET 
,  STIMULATING  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  INTERNATIONAL 
STANDARDS  AND  NORMS, 
THIS  PROGRAMME  STARTED  A YEAR  AGO, 
, A  FOURTH  AND  LAST  EXAMPLE  IS  THE  PROGRAMME  TO  STIMULATE 
THE  CREATION  OF  DATABASES  FOR  PROFESSIONAL  INFORMATION, 
THE  OBJECTIVE  IS  TO  ACCELERATE  THE  ONLINE  DATA  BASE 
DEVELOPMENT  WITHIN  THE  COMMUNITY  THROUGH  FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT  OF  A PART  OF  THE  INITIAL  INVESTMENTS,  ACCORDING 
TO  WELL  DEFINED  CRITERIA,  THIS  PROGRAMME  STARTED  ABOUT 
FOUR  YEARS  AGO,  SOME  40  DATABASE  PROJECTS  ARE  NOW 
BEING  SUPPORTED, I 
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B.  IMPROVEMENT  OF  GENERAL  MARKET  CONDITIONS 
THIS  SECOND  APPROACH  IS  COMPLEMENTARY  TO  THE  PROGRAMMES  I 
JUST  MENTIONED, 
THE  AIM  IS  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  GENERAL  MARKET  CONDITIONS 
WITHIN  THE  COMMUNITY  FOR  INFORMATION  TECHNOLOGY  AND 
IT-BASED  INFORMATION  SERVICES, 
HERE  ALSO  I  WILL  GIVE  YOU  SOME  EXAMPLES  OF  ACTIONS 
INITIATED  THE  EUROPEAN  COMMISSION, 
RECOMMENDATIONS  ON  TELECOMMUNICATIONS, 
IN  SEPTEMBER  1980,  THE  COMMISSION  PROPOSED  A  NUMBER  OF 
~ECOMMENDATIONS  ON  TELECOMMUNICATIONS  TO  THE  EUROPEAN 
COUNCIL  OF  MINISTERS,  THESE  COVERED  : 
1  THE  HARMONIZATION  OF  STANDARDS, 
1  THE  CREATION  OF  A  COMMUNITY  MARKET  FOR  TELEMATIC 
TERMINAL  EQUIPMENT,  BY  HARMONIZING  TYPE  APPROVAL 
PROCEDURES,  AND 
1  A  FIRST  PHASE  TO  OPEN  UP  PUBLIC  PROCUREMENT  FOR 
EQUIPMENT 
THE  IMPLEMENTATION  OF  THESE  RECOMMENDATIONS  SHOULD  BE 
MONITORED  THROUGH  A JOINT  ADVISORY  LIAISON  COMMITTEE  WITH 
THE  EUROPEAN  PTTs,  THIS  PROPOSAL  HAS  CAUSED  MUCH  DISCUS-
SION  AND  HAS  NOT  YET  BEEN  RATIFIED, 
-• 
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PROPOSALS  ON  THE  INTERNAL  MARKET 
THE  EUROPEAN  COMMISSION  PROGRAMME  FOR  1983-1984  HAS 
DEFINED  AS  PRIORITY  AREAS  FOR  ACTION  THE  ADOPTION  OF  A 
NUMBER  OF  PROPOSALS  ON  THE  INTERNAL  MARKET.  THESE 
INCLUDE,  AMONGST  OTHERS,  STARTING  OR  CONTINUING 
ACTIVITIES  AIMED  AT  : 
•  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  A  COMMON  LEGAL  AND  TAX 
FRAMEWORK  FOR  COMMUNITY  INDUSTRY,  ESPECIALLY  IN 
THE  BANKING  AND  INSURANCE  SECTORS • 
•  THE  PROMOTION  OF  A FREE  MARKET  IN  SERVICES, 
•  GENUINE  LIBERALIZATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  PROCUREMENT 
SYSTEMS,  INCLUDING  TELECOMMUNICATIONS. 
SATELLITE  TV. 
THE  INTRODUCTION  OF  SATELLITE  AND  CABLE  TECHNOLOGY  BROAD- , 
CASTING,  PLANNED  FOR  THE  SECOND  HALF  OF  THE  1980s  IN 
EUROPE,  WILL  RAISE  COMPLEX  ECONOMIC,  TECHNICAL,  CULTURAL 
AND  IN  PARTICULAR  LEGAL  PROBLEMS.  THE  EUROPEAN 
COMMISSION  IS  THEREFORE,  AT  THE  REQUEST  OF  THE  EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT,  DRAWING  UP  A  MEMORANDUM  TO  LAUNCH  A  WIDE-
RANGING  DEBATE  AS  A  FIRST  STEP  TO  COME  TO  ADEQUATE 
SOLUTIONS. 
PRIVACY  PROTECTION 
ON  ANOTHER  FRONT,  THE  EUROPEAN  COMMISSION 
TO  THE  MEMBER  STATES  THE  RATIFICATION  OF 
EUROPE  CONVENTION  (No  108)  "FOR  THE 
INDIVIDUALS  WITH  REGARD  TO  AUTOMATIC 
IS  RECOMMENDING 
THE  COUNCIL  OF 
PROTECTION  OF 
PROCESSING  OF 
PERSONAL  DATA",  IN  ORDER  TO  ENCOURAGE  HARMONIZATION  OF 
LEGISLATION  IN  THIS  AREA. - 13  -
COMMUNITY  INFORMATION  MARKET  PoLICY 
RECENTLY  THE  COMMISSION  HAS  STARTED  THE  PROCESS  OF 
PREPARING  THE  GROUND  FOR  THE  ELABORATION  OF  A  COMMUNI TV 
INFORMATION  MARKET  PoLICY.·  WE  HAVE  MADE  AN  INVENTORISA-
T I  ON  OF  THE  MANY  COMPLEX  ISSUES  INVOLVED  RANGING  FROM 
TRANSBORDER  DATA  FLOWS,  THROUGH  THE  FUTURE  OF  TRADITIONAL 
INFORMATION  SERVICES,  TO  MEDIA  RELATED  ISSUES.  AT  THIS 
MOMENT  WE  ARE  GOING  THROUGH  A  SERIES  OF  INFORMAL  CONSUL-
TATIONS  WITH  NATIONAL  AUTHORITIES  AND  OTHER  INTERESTED 
PARTIES,  SUCH  AS  REPRESENTATIVE  GROUPS  FROM  PRIVATE 
1  ENTERPRISE  AND  INDEPENDENT  EXPERTS. 
MULTILINGUALISM 
IMPROVING  MARKET  CONDITIONS  IN  OUR  VIEW  ALSO  INCLUDES  . 
HELPING  TO  ALLEVIATE  OUR  LANGUAGE  BARRIERS  - AS  I  ALREADY 
MENTIONED,  WE  HAVE  7 OFFICIAL  LANGUAGES  IN  THE  EC  AND  2 
MORE  TO  COME  WHEN  SPAIN  AND  PORTUGAL  ENTER  THE  COMMON 
MARKET.  THE  COMMISSION  HAS  ALREADY  BEEN  USING  FOR  SEVERAL 
YEARS,  ALTHOUGH  ON  A LIMITED  BASIS,  A MACHINE  TRANSLATION 
SYSTEM.  MORE  RECENTLY  WE  HAVE  LAUNCHED  AN  AMBITIOUS  30 
MILLION  DOLLAR  R&D  PROJECT  FOR  MACHINE  TRANSLATION.  IT 
WILL  COVER  ALL  OUR  OFFICIAL  LANGUAGES  AND  WILL  INCORPO-
RATE  THE  MOST  RECENT  RESULTS  IN  LINGUISTICS  AND  COMPUTER 
SCIENCE. 
MANY  OF  THE  THINGS  I  HAVE  SAID  DEMONSTRATE  ONE  THING  : 
IT  IS  INCREASINGLY  RECOGNIZED  BY  ALL  PARTIES  IN  EUROPE, 
GOVERNMENTS  AND  ENTERPRISE  ALIKE,  THAT  IT  IS  URGENT  TO 
FORMULATE  INTERNATIONAL  RULES  OF  THE  GAME  ON  THESE 
ISSUES, - 14  -
INTERNATIONAL  · FORA  SUCH  AS  THE  OECD,  THE  CoUNCIL  OF 
EuROPE  AND  UNESCO  ARE  ALREADY  FULFILLING  USEFUL  FUNCTIONS 
IN  MANY  'OF  THE  AREAS  ( E, G,  LEGAL  AND  TRADE  ASPECTS  OF 
TRANSBORDER  DATA  FLOWS,  PRIVACY  ETC,),  THE  SPECIFIC  EC 
SITUATION  REQUIRES  HOWEVER  A  MORE  CONCERTED  EC  EFFORT  TO 
.  DEFINE  SUCH  RULES  AND  THUS  CREATE  A  GENUINE  EUROPEAN 
INFORMATfON  MARKET,  THIS  IS  TO  THE  MUTUAL  BENEFIT  OF 
EUROPEANS  BUT  ALSO  TO  THEIR  EXTERNAL  PARTNERS  SUCH  AS  THE 
us . 
• 
' 
AT  THE  SPECIAL  REQUEST  OF  SOME  OF  MY  AMERICAN  FRIENDS  I 
WILL  GIVE  MY  PERSONAL  OPINION  ON  THE  "DECLARATION  ON  THE 
FREE  FLOW  OF  INFORMATION"  THAT  HAS  BEEN  PUT  ON  THE  AGENDA 
OF  .THE  OECD  BY  THE  US  DELEGATES  soME  T  1  ME  AGO.  You  KNOW, 
IT  MAKES  ME  THINK  OF  A  BOY  OF  12  YEARS  WHO  IS  INVITED  TO 
PARTICIPATE  IN  A  FAIR  BOXING  MATCH  AGAINST  AN  ADULT 
PROFESSIONAL  BOXER.  I  WOULD  LIKE  THE  IDEA,  BUT  I  PREFER 
TO  POSTPONE  THE  MATCH  FOR  A WHILE, 
IV  C 0  N C  I  II  S I  0 N 
MR  CHAIRMAN,  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 
I  HOPE  THIS  BRIEF  OVERVIEW  OF  THE  COMPLEXITIES  OF  THE 
EUROPEAN  SCENE  AND  OF  THE  EVOLVING  RESPONSE  OF  THE 
EUROPEAN  COMMUNITY  TO  THE  INFORMATION  TECHNOLOGY  AND 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS  CHALLENGE,  IS  A  CONTRIBUTION  TO 
IMPROVING  MUTUAL  UNDERSTANDING  BETWEEN  THE  US  AND  EUROPE, I 
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THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  ATTENTION  AND  J  WISH  YOU  EVERY  SUCCESS 
, WITH  WHAT  PROMISES  TO  BE  FOR  US  ALL#  A  VERY  INTERESTING 
AND  STIMULATING  CONFERENCE. 
,  -